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We discuss a few devices where an asymmetry induces a motion for a drop on a solid. After showing a few examples of such devices (bidrops, free-running drops, etc.), we focus on the case of partial wetting, where the defects present at the surface of solids are likely to inhibit the motion of the fluid. We show that using vibrations can overcome this sticking effect, and we discuss the mechanisms responsible for the liquid movement. We focus more particularly on drops on super-hydrophobic solids, and on the case of phalarope, a bird which remarkably feeds itself using a drop-by-drop technique.

